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September 13, 1966 
Mr. and Mrs. J_ohn A.Mithell 
439 East FoW'th 
Cookeville, Tennessee 35801 
Dear Brother and SistEI' Mitchell: 
I have read and rer,read Brother Mitchell's letter of August 15. 
Sue and I deeply appreciate the remarks made in 1t, and, above 
all, what 1t represents in six-and-a-half years of intimate 
association with you and all your family. We thank you for all 
that you did to make our stay ln Cookeville the pleasant, 
thrilltng, and profitable time in our ltves that it was. 
We have just learned that you are grandparents again. S'oe ·read 
to me from the paper last night that the Horton's had another boy. 
Congratulations, especially in view of the name John Mitchell 
Horton. I could think of no better name to give a grandson of 
yours. 
Sue and the e11tlre family send their best regards . John and 
Mary Beth are growing and seem to ~ike the climate and the 
situation at the church. Mary Beth is now a full-fledged first-
grader. We covet your prayers on behalf of Herald of Truth 
and look forward ~o our association throughout the years ahead. 
God willing. 
Fraternally yours, 
John Allen Chalk 
JAC:lct 
JOHN A. MITCHELL, JUDGE 
Criminal Court Fifth Circuit 
Mr. John Allen Chalk 
Church of Christ 
Fifth and Highland 
Abilene, Texas 79604 
Dear Brother Chalk: 
Cookeville, Tennessee 
August 15, 1966 
It was a pleasure to have your good letter and to 
know you and your fine family are settled in your new home. 
We miss you all very much. The five or six years 
you spent with the Broad Street congre gation passed so 
rapidly that it does not seem that lon,i:,;. No one else has 
done as much for the Church in this locality as you have 
done. I feel that I am most fortunate to have had the bene-
fit of your teaching and your example. You have shown us in 
a most impressive manner that passive Christianity, if there 
is such Christianity, does not meet the requirements of New 
Testament teaching. Your ennobling influence and your unself-
ish devotion to the cause of Christ has convinced me that a 
Christian must be industrious and active and must actually 
work at the job of being a Christian. I realize that I have 
done so little alone this line and have failed in so many 
'll'rays to measure up to New Testament standards, but I think 
comin~ in contact with you has shown me the great value and 
importance of a more useful Christian life. 
Our lives have been abundantly enriched by our warm 
friendship with you and Sister Chalk. Tim2 will not soon 
dim the endearing memories which we have of our association 
durin~ the past five years. fi e hope and pray tha t continued 
success will attend your untiring efforts as your brilliant 
talents are employed in larger fields of endeavor. 
Matalee joins me in love and good wishes to you and 
Sister Chalk. 
Sincerely, 
(~t 
lJohn ·A . Mitchell 
JAr,/jwp 
